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Studies on Apple Valsa Canker ( Valsa ceratosperma

(TODE ex FRIES) MAIRE)

1. Infection Period of Apple Tree Wounds

Noboru MIZUNO and Masafumi KUMAGAI

Summary

Apple Valsa canker caused by Valsa ceratosperma (TODE ex FRIES)MAIRE infect pruning woun-

ds and scars from fruit removal. These studies were carried out to clarify the infection period.

The results are as follows:

When the pruning wounds were infected by artificial inoculation with V. ceratosperma

mycelium, the infection periods according to the respective months were as follows:
Nov. (195days )>Dec.>Jan.>Fed.>Mar.:Oct.>Apr.>May=Sept.>Jun.=Aug.>Jul. (9 days ).
From November to January the incidence of disease at the site of the pruning wounds was higher
from both natural infection and inoculation with artificial pycnospores.

The infection periods by artificial inoculation for the scars caused by fruit removal were from
harvest time to March or April,However,the periods tended to differ according to the variety of

Apple. Generally,there was a longer infection period for fruit scars of medium or late varieties.

On the other hand, the infection periods of fruit—thinning scars were from 2— 4 weeks.

The infection period of fruit scars with peduncle was longer than non-peduncle scars.

From these results it can be concluded that the onset of infection was during the pruning and har-
vest time from October to late March, and the main infection period of the disease was from the

time of wounding until late May.



